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R se of the Mara
K‘ the Mughul empire ; : g |
z Th“‘g:?:l?t‘ to the rise of the I\[;laraltg;sng:ladfanno‘t be comple

it o " and his successors played an importt-'r their great leade,

g :f;l.\,;,jl. . dowﬂf“” of that empire. In this chapter :nt part in bringin
W he ¢ a connected narrative of the rige of tll: atlempt has by,

R e - stitutions which they built up for (he gvMa'a‘ha power

E?, ! cm ‘heir charge gOVernance of the

b s petore Shivaii

E | . sefore the Tise of Shlvz}p the Marathas, whose original hom

. rashtra, i€ the western edge of the Dakhin plateau i

] i\!a[[ere d like atoms in South India. They were a poor downtr’oZlvg;;

: ; ’ﬁ)ple, & gaged mainly in agn‘culture, with a few top-ranking families

- sihe service of the Muslim kingdoms of the Dakhin, and figuring as

- alitary commanders and Jaglrdqrs. They were granted jagirs and

E o ajoyed the status of second or third-rate nobles at the court of these

4 ingdoms. But as a people, the Marathas had homogeneous society of

iir own, which was characterised by social .‘m',ld

A isides a common religion and culture, and ou
- 4y few rich men among them and Ma
- § ‘uage and Hinduism their common
adhardy people, devoted to their faith
' were self-reliant, courageous, br
Yﬁaflsl Muslim domination made then
rcli[ie SXieenth and seventeeth €&
*U movement which brought
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mggﬁm belonged to the lowcr;
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economic equality.
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modern state of Mysore, and parts of the diggp: . CaSte
and Arcot in Madras. In addition to the52'°t§° ™ g, |
conquered the Kanara region which inclygeg thee haq iy, thtth“ 'rhe.._

Sunda and Bednur and southern part of Dharwa, priﬂcixsp?ffet“‘ ) dvis
Outside the above regions, a large areg o th- alltiE:“y unﬁ'
his sphere of i'nﬂucnce, though it did not reco ;Da in of ‘ am?’v‘
This area consisted of a large part of the Mughl%] ge hig Sovas iy acth
Shivaji levied chauth or one-fourth of the standarg akhip, frgerei&ur The
land revenue. assesSme:: "'he,yt' (6) wast
Shivaji’s kingdom contained two hundreq Of th, off‘
yielded a revenue of seven crores of rupees, but th Orty forg the
were much less, probably one crore only. © actua] siand ™ The
A% i 0 r
Administration | " (r)cliE
As was the practice in medieval times Shivai: the
- : ’ Vv .
all powers concentra}ted in his hands. But as he :tJ; (:Zlai’ a dcspot Wi chal
of. h‘lS subjects ITe mfght. be called a benevolent despot Or the Welfy, Cer
ministers to assist him in the work of administration .'I‘Il;le ad g it 4 6 The
however, did not form a cabinet in the modern sense of : E Winister, in t
they were responsible to Shivaji alone, who appointed dc term, f, and
tl;ex;l at will. But he left much work in their hands i ex:;;)t dismiggeq vill:
of formulation of policy, he seldom j y 0 matter,
y interfered with thej Work All the

Nevertheless, the function of the ministers

- ) _ was purely advig ice were
the ministers the Peshwa enjoyed a higher status anc{ royal 2? g Ju;glcietters,
but not supremacy over his colleagues. r;:,d the Pesl

The ministers, called the Asht Pradhans, were : | s than ¢

(1) The Prime Minister or Peshwa officially known as Mu, e
Pradhan. He was responsible for the general administ local Gove
and welfare of the kingdom, and, therefore, his main d k.
were to control other officers and promote harmbnly I
admm.xstratlon. He represented the king in his a
put his seal below the king’s to all royal |
despatches. ,

(2) The Auditor or Majumdar or Amatya. His dutj '
all the accounts of income and expendi
countersign all statements of accounts,
kingdom as a whole or of the particular di

(3) The Chronicler or Wagia-Nawis or Mantr
3}2 tccl)lmpxlmg a daily record of the k

¢h over his invitation lists, meals, €
against plots, ity

(4) 'trht? Superintendent or Shuru-Nawis
0 see that all royal letters and despat

Ilficlﬁm:el |
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